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Thomas & Thomas Partners E-News 

It is said that the “law is an ass”  and there have certainly been some bum decisions by the lawmakers recently.  
The “COVID” Regulations are a case in point. 

We hear that some councils are actively supporting businesses by ringing around making sure they are okay, 
whilst others are threatening to prosecute even the most minor breach.  Westminster have  been circulating 
advisory and warning letters whilst Central government have dodged the bullet of licensing when granting 
permitted development planning rights to restaurants to allow takeaway and home delivery. 

As we have seen in the press, the interpretation of the law is again a matter for uncertainty and speculation.  
Regulation 2 of the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Business Closure) Regulations 2020  provides that bars and 
restaurants must not open and sell alcohol for consumption on the premises and/or use any associated external 
seating area. 

It’s also clear that subject to a licence allowing off sales, that take-away and home delivery are perfectly 
permissible.  However, one assumes due to pure frustration, some businesses and customers are exploiting grey 
areas and consuming and encouraging the consumption of alcohol in parks and the streets.  This has 
understandably got under the skin of Council’s and the Police. 

It’s a grey area because the premises licence may well allow such use (although some will have conditions that 
alcohol can only be sold off the premises in sealed containers).  The enforcement is therefore on the basis of 
the public gathering regulations and guidance (currently six persons, two metres etc) or that the street is part 
of an alcohol-free zone.   

In short, the lawmakers are advising you should have no consumption of food/drink either Inside, outside or 
adjacent to the premises. 

 
As you may have seen in the national press, the government has hinted that external seating areas may be made 
available for use from or about 22 June with restaurants and bars following on or around 4 July possibly for 
internal use. 
  
This is all yet to be confirmed, particularly in relation to whether any applications will be required or whether 
both planning and licensing will be deregulated centrally. 
  
Stay safe and be ready! 

If you have any queries in respect of the above or any other matter, please contact one of:  

E: athomas@tandtp.com 

E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  

E: jspiegler@tandtp.com  

E: cfilor@tandtp.com 

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  
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